《Geneva Study Bible – Leviticus》(Author Unknown)
Commentator

The Geneva Bible is the Bible with marginal notes authored by John Calvin, John Knox, Miles Coverdale, and many other leaders of the Reformation. The Geneva Bible was the predominant English translation during the period in which the English and Scottish Reformations gained great impetus. Iain Murray, in his classic work on revival and the interpretation of prophecy, The Puritan Hope, notes, "... the two groups in England and Scotland developed along parallel lines, like two streams originating at one fountain. The fountain was not so much Geneva, as the Bible which the exiles newly translated and issued with many marginal notes... it was read in every Presbyterian and Puritan home in both realms".

The Cambridge Geneva Bible of 1591 was the edition carried by the Pilgrims when they fled to America. As such, it directly provided much of the genius and inspiration which carried those courageous and faithful souls through their trials, and provided the spiritual, intellectual and legal basis for establishment and flourishing of the colonies. Thus, it became the foundation for establishment of the American Nation. This heritage makes it a Celestial Article indeed! And a treasured possession for any free man!

The 1560 Geneva Bible was the first to have Bible chapters divided into numbered verses. The translation is the work of religious leaders exiled from England after the death of King Edward VI in 1553. Almost every chapter has marginal notes to create greater understanding of scripture. The marginal notes often reflected Calvinistic and Protestant reformation influences, not yet accepted by the Church of England. King James I in the late 16th century pronounced the Geneva Bible marginal notes as being: "partial, untrue, seditious, and savouring of dangerous and traitorous conceits." In every copy of each edition the word "breeches" rather than "aprons" was used in Genesis 3:7, which accounts for why the Geneva Bible is sometime called the "Breeches" Bible. The Church of England never authorized or sanctioned the Geneva Bible. However, it was frequently used, without authority, both to read the scripture lessons, and to preach from. It was pre-eminent as a household Bible, and continued so until the middle of the 17th century. The convenient size, cheap price, chapters divided into numbered verses and extensive marginal notes were the cause of it's popularity

The Geneva Bible is a critical, yet almost completely forgotten part of the Protestant Reformation. Driven out of England by the persecutions of Bloody Mary, several future leaders of the Reformation came to Geneva to create a pure and accurate translation of the Holy Writ. Concerned about the influence that the Catholic Church had on the existing translations of the Bible from the Latin, these men turned to the original Hebrew and Greek texts to produce the Geneva Bible. This made the Geneva Bible the first complete Bible to be translated into English from the original Hebrew and Greek texts.

The creation of the Geneva Bible was a substantial undertaking. Its authors spent over two years, working diligently day and night by candlelight, to finish the translation and the commentaries. The entire project was funded by the exiled English congregation in Geneva, making the translation a work supported by the people and not by an authoritarian church or monarch.

All the marginal commentaries were finished by 1599, making the 1599 edition of the Geneva Bible the most complete study aide for Biblical scholars and students. This edition does not contain the Apocrypha. The Apocrypha's notes are minimal or absent in other editions. Additional highlights of this edition include maps of the Exodus route and Joshua's distribution of land, a name and subject index, and Psalms sung by the English congregation in Geneva.

The greatest distinction of the Geneva Bible, however, is the extensive collection of marginal notes that it contains. Prominent Reformation leaders such as John Calvin, John Knox, Miles Coverdale, William Whittingham, Theodore Beza, and Anthony Gilby wrote the majority of these notes in order to explain and interpret the scriptures. The notes comprise nearly 300,000 words, or nearly one-third the length of the Bible itself, and they are justifiably considered the most complete source of Protestant religious thought available.

Owing to the marginal notes and the superior quality of the translation, the Geneva Bible became the most widely read and influential English Bible of the 16th and 17th centuries. It was continually printed from 1560 to 1644 in over 200 different editions. It was the Bible of choice for many of the greatest writers, thinkers, and historical figures of the Reformation era. William Shakespeare's plays and the writings of John Milton and John Bunyan were clearly influenced by the Geneva Bible. Oliver Cromwell issued a pamphlet containing excerpts from the Geneva Bible to his troops during the English Civil War. When the Pilgrims set sail on the Mayflower they took with them exclusively the Geneva Bible.

The marginal notes of the Geneva Bible enraged the Catholic Church, since the notes deemed the act of confession to men 'the Catholic Bishops' as unjustified by Holy Script. Man should confess to God only; man's private life was man's private life. The notes also infuriated King James, since they allowed disobedience to tyrannical kings. King James went so far as to make ownership of the Geneva Bible a felony. He then proceeded to make his own version of the Bible, but without the marginal notes that had so disturbed him. Consequently, during King James's reign, and into the reign of Charles I, the Geneva Bible was gradually replaced by the King James Bible.

01 Chapter 1 
1:1 And the a LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 

The Argument - As God daily by most singular benefits declared himself mindful of his Church: he did not want them to have opportunity to trust either in themselves, or to depend on others, either for lack of physical things, or anything that belonged to his divine service and religion. Therefore he ordained various kinds of duties and sacrifices, to assure them of forgiveness for their offences (if they offered them in true faith and obedience.) Also he appointed the priests and levites, their apparel, offices, conversation and portion; he showed what feasts they should observe, and when. Moreover, he declares by these sacrifices and ceremonies that the reward of sin is death, and that without the blood of Christ the innocent Lamb, there can be no forgiveness of sins. Because they should not give priority to their own inventions (which God detested, as appears by the terrible example of Nadab and Abihu) he prescribed even to the least things, what they should do, what beasts they should offer and eat, what diseases were contagious and to be avoided, how they should purge all types of filthiness and pollution, whose company they should flee, what marriages were lawful, and what customs were profitable. After declaring these things, he promised favour and blessing to those who keep his laws, and threatened his curse to those who transgressed them. 
(a) By this Moses declares that he taught nothing to the people but that which he received from God. 

1:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the b cattle, [even] of the herd, and of the flock. 

(b) So they could offer of no other sort, but of those who were commanded. 

1:3 If his offering [be] a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the c tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD. 

(c) Meaning, within the court of the tabernacle. 

1:5 And d he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aarons sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the e altar that [is by] the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

(d) A priest of the Levites. 
(e) Of the burnt offering, ( Exodus 27:1 ). 

1:9 But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall burn all on the altar, [to be] a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour f unto the LORD. 

(f) Or a savour of rest, which pacifies the anger of the Lord. 

1:11 g And he shall kill it on the side of the altar northward h before the LORD: and the priests, Aarons sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar. 


(g) Read ( Leviticus 1:5 ). 
(h) Before the altar of the Lord. 

1:15 And the priest shall bring it unto the altar, and i wring off his head, and burn [it] on the altar; and the blood thereof shall be wrung out at the side of the altar: 

(i) The Hebrew word signifies to pinch off with the nail. 

1:16 And he shall pluck away his crop with his feathers, and cast it beside the altar on the k east part, by the place of the ashes: 


(k) On the side of the court gate in the pans which stood with ashes; ( Exodus 27:3 ). 

02 Chapter 2 
2:1 And when any will offer a a meat offering unto the LORD, his offering shall be [of] fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon: 

(a) Because the burnt offering could not be without the meat offering. 

2:2 And he shall bring it to Aarons sons the priests: and b he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the c memorial of it upon the altar, [to be] an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD: 

(b) The priest. 
(c) To signify that God remembers him that offers. 

2:3 And the remnant of the meat offering [shall be] Aarons and his sons: [it is] a thing d most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire. 

(d) Therefore no one could eat of it but the priest. 

2:5 And if thy oblation [be] a e meat offering [baken] in a pan, it shall be [of] fine flour unleavened, mingled with oil. 

(e) Which is a gift offered to God to pacify him. 

2:12 As for the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer f them unto the LORD: but they shall not be burnt g on the altar for a sweet savour. 

(f) That is, fruits which were sweet as honey, ye may offer. 
(g) But reserved for the priests. 

2:13 And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the h covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt. 


(h) Which they were bound (as by covenant) to use all sacrifices, ( Numbers 18:19 ; 2 Chronicles 13:5 ; Ezekiel 43:24 ) or it means a sure and pure covenant. 

03 Chapter 3 
3:1 And if his oblation [be] a sacrifice of a peace offering, if he offer [it] of the herd; whether [it be] a male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD. 

(a) A sacrifice of thanksgiving offered for peace and prosperity, either generally or particularly. 

3:3 And he shall b offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire unto the LORD; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that [is] upon the inwards, 

(b) One part was burnt, another was to the priests, and the third to him that offered. 

3:6 And if his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering unto the LORD [be] of the flock; c male or female, he shall offer it without blemish. 

(c) In the peace offering either male or female could be offered, but in the burnt offering only the male: so here no birds can be offered, but in the burnt offering they might: there all was consumed with fire, and in the peace offering divided. 

3:9 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering d an offering made by fire unto the LORD; the fat thereof, [and] the whole rump, it shall he take off hard by the backbone; and the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that [is] upon the inwards, 

(d) The burnt offering was completely consumed, and of the offering made by fire only the inner parts were burnt: the shoulder and breast, with the two jaws and the stomach were the priests, and the rest his that offered. 

3:13 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of it, and kill it before e the tabernacle of the congregation: and the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle the blood thereof upon the altar round about. 


(e) Meaning, at the north side of the altar, ( Leviticus 1:1 ). 

3:17 [It shall be] a perpetual statute for your generations throughout all your dwellings, that ye eat neither f fat nor blood. 

(f) Eating fat was a symbol of carnality, and eating blood signified cruelty. 

04 Chapter 4 
4:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through a ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD [concerning things] which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them: 


(a) That is, of negligence or ignorance, especially in the ceremonial law: for otherwise the punishment for a crime is determined according to the transgression, ( Numbers 15:22 ). 

4:3 If b the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish unto the LORD for a sin offering. 

(b) Meaning, the high priest. 

4:4 And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD; and shall lay his hand upon the bullocks head, and c kill the bullock before the LORD. 

(c) By this confessing that he deserved the same punishment which the beast suffered. 

4:6 And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the d sanctuary. 

(d) Which was between the holiest of holies and the sanctuary. 

4:7 And the priest shall put [some] of the blood upon the horns of the altar of sweet incense before the LORD, which [is] in the e tabernacle of the congregation; and shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which [is at] the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

(e) Which was in the court: meaning by the tabernacle the sanctuary: and in the end of this verse it is taken for the court. 

4:13 And if the f whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance, and the thing be hid from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done [somewhat against] any of the commandments of the LORD [concerning things] which should not be done, and are guilty; 

(f) The multitude does not excuse the sin, but if all have sinned, they must all be punished. 

4:15 And the g elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the head of the bullock before the LORD: and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD. 

(g) For all the people could not lay on their hands: therefore it was sufficient that the elders of the people did it in the name of all the congregation. 

4:24 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the goat, and kill it h in the place where they kill the burnt offering before the LORD: it [is] a sin offering. 

(h) That is, the priest shall kill it; for it was not lawful for any out of that office to kill the beast. 

4:26 And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall make i an atonement for him as concerning his sin, and it shall be forgiven him. 

(i) In which he represented Jesus Christ. 

4:29 k And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay the sin offering in the place of the burnt offering. 


(k) Read ( Leviticus 4:24 ). 

4:33 And he shall lay his l hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay it for a sin offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering. 

(l) Meaning that the punishment of his sin should be laid on the beast, or, that he had received all things from God, and offered this willingly. 

4:35 And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat of the lamb is taken away from the sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the priest shall burn them upon the altar, m according to the offerings made by fire unto the LORD: and the priest shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath committed, and it shall be forgiven him. 

(m) Or, besides the burnt offerings, which were daily offered to the Lord. 

05 Chapter 5 

5:1 And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and [is] a witness, whether he hath seen or a known [of it]; if he do not utter [it], then he shall bear his iniquity. 

(a) By which it is commanded to bear witness to the truth, and disclose the iniquity of the ungodly. 

5:4 Or if a soul b swear, pronouncing with [his] lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever [it be] that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth [of it], then he shall be guilty in one of these. 

(b) Or, vow rashly without just examination of the circumstances, and not knowing what shall be the issue of the same. 

5:5 And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these c [things], that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that [thing]: 

(c) Which have been mentioned before in this chapter. 

5:10 And he shall offer the second [for] a burnt offering, according to the manner: and the priest shall d make an atonement for him for his sin which he hath sinned, and it shall be forgiven him. 

(d) Or, declare him to be purged of that sin. 

5:11 But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an e ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall put no f oil upon it, neither shall he put [any] frankincense thereon: for it [is] a sin offering. 

(e) Which was about a half gallon. 
(f) As in the meat offering, ( Leviticus 2:1 ). 

5:15 If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, g in the holy things of the LORD; then he shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flocks, h with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering: 

(g) Concerning the first fruits or tithes, due to the priests and Levites. 
(h) By the estimation of the priest, ( Leviticus 27:12 ). 

5:17 And if a soul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done by the commandments of the LORD; though he wist [it] not, yet is he guilty, and shall i bear his iniquity. 

(i) That is, remembers after that he has sinned when his conscience accuses him. 

5:18 And he shall bring a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his k ignorance wherein he erred and wist [it] not, and it shall be forgiven him. 


(k) Else if his sin against God come of malice, he must die; ( Numbers 15:30 ). 

06 Chapter 6 

6:2 If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against the LORD, and lie unto his neighbour in that which was delivered him to keep, or in a fellowship, or in a thing taken away by b violence, or hath deceived his neighbour; 

(a) To give, and occupy for the use of him that gave it. 
(b) By any deceit, or unlawful means. 

6:3 Or have found that which was lost, and lieth concerning it, and sweareth falsely; in any of all these that a man doeth, c sinning therein: 

(c) In which he cannot but sin: or, in which a man accustoms to sin by perjury or such like thing. 

6:9 Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This [is] the d law of the burnt offering: It [is] the burnt offering, because of the burning upon the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be burning in it. 

(d) That is, the ceremony which ought to be observed in it. 

6:10 And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen breeches shall he put upon e his flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath consumed with the burnt offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside the f altar. 


(e) Upon his secret parts, ( Exodus 28:42 ). 
(f) In the ash pans appointed for that use. 

6:17 It shall not be g baken with leaven. I have given it [unto them for] their portion of my offerings made by fire; it [is] most holy, as [is] the sin offering, and as the trespass offering. 

(g) Or, kneaded with leaven and baked. 

6:20 This [is] the offering of Aaron and of his sons, which they shall offer unto the LORD in the day when he is anointed; the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a meat offering h perpetual, half of it in the morning, and half thereof at night. 

(h) So oft as the high priest shall be elected and anointed. 

6:22 And the priest of his sons that is i anointed in his stead shall offer it: [it is] a statute for ever unto the LORD; it shall be wholly burnt. 

(i) His son that shall succeed him. 

6:27 Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there is sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any k garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was sprinkled in the holy place. 

(k) Meaning, the garment of the priest. 

6:28 But the earthen vessel wherein it is sodden shall be broken: and if it be sodden in a brasen pot, it shall be both scoured, and rinsed in l water. 


(l) Which was in the laver, ( Exodus 30:28 ). 

6:30 And no sin offering, whereof [any] of the blood is brought into the tabernacle of the congregation to reconcile [withal] in the holy [place], shall be eaten: it shall be burnt in the m fire. 


(m) Out of the camp ( Leviticus 4:12 ). 

07 Chapter 7 

7:1 Likewise this [is] the law of the a trespass offering: it [is] most holy. 

(a) Which is for the smaller sins, and such as are committed by ignorance. 

7:2 In the place b where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the trespass offering: and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the altar. 

(b) At the court gate. 

7:3 And c he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards, 

(c) the high priest. 

7:7 As the sin offering [is], so [is] the trespass offering: [there is] one d law for them: the priest that maketh atonement e therewith shall have [it]. 

(d) The same ceremonies, even though this word trespass signifies less then sin. 
(e) Meaning, the rest which is left and not burnt. 

7:10 And every meat offering, mingled with oil, and f dry, shall all the sons of Aaron have, one [as much] as another. 

(f) Because it had no oil or liquor. 

7:12 If he offer it for a g thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried. 

(g) Peace offerings contain a confession and thanksgiving for a benefit received, and also a vow, and free offering to receive a benefit. 

7:16 But if the sacrifice of his offering [be] a h vow, or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the same day that he offereth his sacrifice: and on the morrow also the remainder of it shall be eaten: 

(h) If he makes a vow to offer: or else the flesh of the peace offerings must be eaten the same day. 

7:18 And if [any] of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings be eaten at all on the third day, it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be imputed unto him that offereth it: it shall be an abomination, and the soul that eateth of it shall i bear his iniquity. 

(i) The sin for which he offered shall remain. 

7:19 And the flesh that toucheth any unclean k [thing] shall not be eaten; it shall be burnt with fire: and l as for the flesh, all that be clean shall eat thereof. 

(k) After it is sacrificed. 
(l) Of the peace offering that is clean. 

7:30 His own m hands shall bring the offerings of the LORD made by fire, the fat with the breast, it shall he bring, that the breast may be waved [for] a wave offering before the LORD. 

(m) And should not send it by another. 

7:35 This [is the portion] of the n anointing of Aaron, and of the anointing of his sons, out of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, in the day [when] he presented them to minister unto the LORD in the priests office; 

(n) that is, his privilege, reward and portion. 

7:37 This [is] the law of the burnt offering, of the meat offering, and of the sin offering, and of the trespass offering, and of the o consecrations, and of the sacrifice of the peace offerings; 


(o) Which sacrifice was offered when the priests were consecrated, ( Exodus 29:22 ). 

08 Chapter 8 

8:9 And he put the mitre upon his head; also upon the mitre, [even] upon his forefront, did he put the golden plate, the a holy crown; as the LORD commanded Moses. 

(a) So called, because this superscription, "holiness to the Lord" was graven in it. 

8:10 And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the b tabernacle and all that [was] therein, and sanctified them. 

(b) That is, the holiest of holies, the sanctuary and the court. 

8:15 And he slew [it]; and Moses took the blood, and put [it] upon the horns of the c altar round about with his finger, and purified the altar, and poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, and sanctified d it, to make reconciliation upon it. 

(c) Of the burnt offering. 
(d) To offer for the sins of the people. 

8:17 But the bullock, and his e hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire without the camp; as the LORD commanded Moses. 


(e) In other burnt offerings, which are not of consecration, or offering for himself, the priest has the skin, ( Leviticus 7:8 ). 

8:23 And he f slew [it]; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put [it] upon the tip of Aarons right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot. 

(f) Moses did this because the priests were not yet established in their office. 

8:31 And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, Boil the flesh [at] the door of the g tabernacle of the congregation: and there eat it with the bread that [is] in the basket of consecrations, as I commanded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it. 

(g) At the door of the court. 

8:36 So Aaron and his sons did all things which the LORD commanded by the h hand of Moses. 

(h) By commission given to Moses. 

09 Chapter 9 

9:1 And it came to pass on the a eighth day, [that] Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the elders of Israel; 

(a) After their consecration: for the seven days before, the priests were consecrated. 

9:2 And he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young calf for a b sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering, without blemish, and offer [them] before the LORD. 

(b) Aaron enters into the possession of the priesthood: and offers the four principal sacrifices, the burnt offering, the sin offering, the peace offering, and the meat offering. 

9:5 And they brought [that] which Moses commanded before the tabernacle of the congregation: and all the congregation drew near and stood before the c LORD. 

(c) Before the altar where his glory appeared. 

9:7 And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and offer thy sin offering, and thy burnt offering, and make an atonement for d thyself, and for the people: and offer the offering of the people, and make an atonement for them; as the LORD commanded. 


(d) Read for the understanding of this peace, ( Hebrews 4:5 Hebrews 7:27 ). 

9:10 But the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver of the sin offering, he e burnt upon the altar; as the LORD commanded Moses. 

(e) That is, he laid them in order, and so they were burnt when the Lord sent down fire. 

9:14 And he did wash the inwards and the legs, and f burnt [them] upon the burnt offering on the altar. 


(f) All this must be understood of the preparation of the sacrifices which were burnt after, ( Leviticus 9:24 ). 

9:21 And the g breasts and the right shoulder Aaron waved [for] a wave offering before the LORD; as Moses commanded. 

(g) Of the bullock and the ram. 

9:22 And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed them, and h came down from offering of the sin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace offerings. 

(h) Because the altar was near the sanctuary, which was the upper end, therefore he is said to come down. 

9:23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and i blessed the people: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the people. 

(i) Or prayed for the people. 

10 Chapter 10 

10:1 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered a strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 

(a) Not taken from the altar, which was sent from heaven, and endured till the captivity of Babylon. 

10:3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This [is it] that the LORD spake, saying, I will be b sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 

(b) I will punish them that serve me in other ways than I have commanded, not sparing the chief, that the people may fear and praise my judgments. 

10:6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, c Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD hath d kindled. 


(c) As though you lamented for them, preferring your carnal affection to Gods just judgment; ( Leviticus 19:18 ; Deuteronomy 14:1 ). 
(d) In destroying Nadab and Abihu the chief, and menacing the rest, unless they repent. 

10:14 And the wave breast and heave shoulder shall ye eat in a clean place; thou, and thy sons, and thy e daughters with thee: for [they be] thy due, and thy sons due, [which] are given out of the sacrifices of peace offerings of the children of Israel. 


(e) For the breast and shoulders of the peace offerings might be brought to their families, so that their daughters might eat of them, as also of the offerings of first fruits, the first born, and the Easter lamb, ( Leviticus 22:12 Leviticus 22:13 ). 

10:16 And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offering, and, behold, it was burnt: and he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron [which were] f left [alive], saying, 

(f) And not consumed as Nadab and Abihu. 

10:19 And Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this day g have they offered their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD; and such things have befallen me: and [if] I had eaten the sin offering to day, should it have been accepted in the sight of the LORD? 

(g) That is, Nadab and Abihu. 

10:20 And when Moses heard [that], he was h content. 

(h) Moses bore with his infirmity, considering his great sorrow, but does not leave an example to forgive them that maliciously transgress the commandment of God. 

11 Chapter 11 

11:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These [are] the beasts which ye a shall eat among all the beasts that [are] on the earth. 

(a) Or, of which ye may eat. 

11:3 Whatsoever parteth the b hoof, and is clovenfooted, [and] cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat. 

(b) He notes four types of beasts, some that chew the cud only, and some that only have the hoof cleft. Others neither chew the cud, nor have the hoof cleft, and the fourth both chew the cud and have the hoof divided, which may be eaten. 

11:8 Of their c flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they [are] unclean to you. 

(c) God would that by this for a time they should be discerned as his people from the Gentiles. 

11:10 And all that have not fins and scales in the seas, and in the rivers, of all that d move in the waters, and of any e living thing which [is] in the waters, they [shall be] an abomination unto you: 

(d) As little fish begotten in the slime. 
(e) As they which come of generation. 

11:22 [Even] these of them ye may eat; the locust after his kind, and the f bald locust after his kind, and the beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind. 

(f) These were certain types of grasshoppers, which are not now properly known. 

11:25 And whosoever g beareth [ought] of the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even. 

(g) Out of the camp. 

11:29 These also [shall be] unclean unto you among the creeping things that creep upon the earth; the weasel, and the mouse, and the g tortoise after his kind, 

(g) The green frog that sits on the bushes. 

11:32 And upon whatsoever [any] of them, when they are dead, doth fall, it shall be unclean; whether [it be] any vessel of wood, or raiment, or i skin, or sack, whatsoever vessel [it be], wherein [any] work is done, it must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the even; so it shall be cleansed. 

(i) As a bottle or bag. 

11:36 Nevertheless a fountain or pit, [wherein there is] plenty of water, shall be clean: but that which k toucheth their carcase shall be unclean. 

(k) So much of the water as touched it. 

11:38 But if [any] l water be put upon the seed, and [any part] of their carcase fall thereon, it [shall be] unclean unto you. 

(l) He speaks of seed that is laid to sleep before it is sown. 

11:44 For I [am] the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be m holy; for I [am] holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 


(m) He shows why God chose them to be his people, ( 1 Peter 1:15 ). 

12 Chapter 12 

12:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean a seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean. 

(a) So that her husband for that time could not have relations with her. 

12:4 And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three b and thirty days; she shall touch no c hallowed thing, nor come into the d sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled. 

(b) Besides the first seven days. 
(c) As sacrifice, or such like. 
(d) That is, into the court gate till after forty days. 

12:5 But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean two e weeks, as in her separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days. 

(e) Twice as long as if she gave birth to a boy. 

12:6 And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the f tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest: 

(f) Where the burnt offerings were wont to be offered. 

13 Chapter 13 

13:2 When a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab, or bright spot, and it be in the skin of his flesh a [like] the plague of leprosy; then he shall be brought unto Aaron the priest, or unto one of his sons the priests: 

(a) That it may be suspected to be leprosy. 

13:3 And the priest shall look on the plague in the skin of the flesh: and [when] the hair in the plague is turned white, and the plague in sight [be] b deeper than the skin of his flesh, it [is] a plague of leprosy: and the priest shall look on him, and pronounce him unclean. 

(b) That is, shrunken in, and be lower than the rest of the skin. 

13:6 And the priest shall look on him again the seventh day: and, behold, [if] the plague [be] somewhat c dark, [and] the plague spread not in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean: it [is but] a scab: and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean. 

(c) As having the skin drawn together, or blackish. 

13:8 And [if] the priest see that, behold, the scab spreadeth in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him d unclean: it [is] a leprosy. 

(d) Concerning his bodily disease: for his disease was not imputed to him for sin before God even though it were the punishment of sin. 

13:13 Then the priest shall consider: and, behold, [if] the leprosy have covered all his flesh, he shall pronounce [him] e clean [that hath] the plague: it is all turned white: he [is] clean. 

(e) For it is not that contagious leprosy that infects, but a form of scales which does not leave the skin raw as leprosy does. 

13:15 And the priest shall see the raw flesh, and pronounce him to be unclean: [for] the raw flesh [is] f unclean: it [is] a leprosy. 

(f) That is, declares that the flesh is not found, but is in danger of being leprous. 

13:20 And if, when the priest seeth it, behold, it [be] in sight lower than the skin, and the hair thereof be turned white; the priest shall pronounce him g unclean: it [is] a plague of leprosy broken out of the boil. 


(g) No one was exempted, but if the priest pronounced him unclean, he was put out from among the people: as appears by the example of Mary the prophetess, ( Numbers 12:14 ) and by king Uzziah, ( 2 Chronicles 26:20 ). 

13:24 Or if there be [any] flesh, in the skin whereof [there is] a hot burning, and the quick [flesh] that burneth have a h white bright spot, somewhat reddish, or white; 

(h) If he has a white spot in the place where the burning was and was later healed. 

13:30 Then the priest shall see the plague: and, behold, if it [be] in sight deeper than the skin; [and there be] in it a yellow thin i hair; then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it [is] a dry scall, [even] a leprosy upon the head or beard. 

(i) Which was not wont to be there, or else smaller than in any other part of the body. 

13:36 Then the priest shall look on him: and, behold, if the scall be spread in the skin, the priest shall not k seek for yellow hair; he [is] unclean. 

(k) He shall not care whether the yellow hair is there or not. 

13:41 And he that hath his l hair fallen off from the part of his head toward his face, he [is] forehead bald: [yet is] he clean. 

(l) By sickness or any other inconvenience. 

13:45 And the leper in whom the plague [is], his clothes shall be m rent, and his head bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper n lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean. 

(m) In sign of sorrow and lamentation. 
(n) Either in token of mourning, or for fear of infecting others. 

13:49 And if the plague be greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of o skin; it [is] a plague of leprosy, and shall be shewed unto the priest: 

(o) Whether it be garment, vessel, or instrument. 

13:53 And if the priest shall look, and, behold, the plague be not p spread in the garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of skin; 


(p) But abide still in one place, as in ( Leviticus 13:37 ). 

13:55 And the priest shall look on the plague, after that it is washed: and, behold, [if] the plague have not changed his q colour, and the plague be not spread; it [is] unclean; thou shalt burn it in the fire; it [is] fret inward, r [whether] it [be] bare within or without. 

(q) But remain as it did before. 
(r) Or, whether it be in any bare place before, or behind. 

13:58 And the garment, either warp, or woof, or whatsoever thing of skin [it be], which thou shalt wash, if the plague be departed from them, then it shall be washed s the second time, and shall be clean. 

(s) So that he might be sure that the leprosy was departed, and that all opportunity for infection might be taken away. 

14 Chapter 14 

14:2 This shall be the a law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall be brought unto the priest: 

(a) Or, the ceremony which shall be used in his purgation. 

14:4 Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive [and] b clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: 

(b) Of birds which were permitted to be eaten. 

14:5 And the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over c running water: 

(c) Running water, or of the fountains. 

14:7 And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall d let the living bird loose into the open field. 

(d) Signifying that he that was made clean was set free, and restored to the company of others. 

14:10 And on the eighth day he shall take two he lambs without e blemish, and one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish, and three tenth deals of fine flour [for] a meat offering, mingled with oil, f and one log of oil. 

(e) Which has no imperfection in any part. 
(f) This quantity in Hebrew is called a Log, and holds six eggs in measure. 

14:21 And if he [be] poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take one lamb [for] a trespass offering to be waved, to make an atonement for him, and one g tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering, and a log of oil; 


(g) Which is an Omer, ( Exodus 16:16 ). 

14:24 And the priest shall take the lamb of the trespass offering, and the log of oil, and the priest shall h wave them [for] a wave offering before the LORD: 

(h) Or, shall offer them as the offering that is shaken to and fro. 

14:30 And he shall offer the one of the turtledoves, or of the young pigeons, i such as he can get; 

(i) whether of them he can get. 

14:32 This [is] the k law [of him] in whom [is] the plague of leprosy, whose hand is not able to get [that which pertaineth] to his cleansing. 

(k) This order is appointed for the poor man. 

14:34 When ye be come into the land of Canaan, which I give to you for a possession, and I l put the plague of leprosy in a house of the land of your possession; 

(l) This declares that no plague nor punishment comes to man without Gods providence and his sending. 

14:41 And he shall cause the house to be scraped within round about, and they shall pour out the dust that they scrape off without the city into m an unclean place: 

(m) Where trash was cast, and other filth, that the people might not be infected by them. 

14:45 And he shall n break down the house, the stones of it, and the timber thereof, and all the morter of the house; and he shall carry [them] forth out of the city into an unclean place. 


(n) That is, he shall command it to be pulled down, as in ( Leviticus 14:40 ). 

14:49 And he shall take to cleanse the house two birds, and cedar wood, and o scarlet, and hyssop: 


(o) It seems that this was a lace or string to bind the hyssop to the wood, and so was made a sprinkle: the apostle to the Hebrews calls it scarlet wool, ( Hebrews 9:19 ). 

15 Chapter 15 

15:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When any man hath a running issue out of his a flesh, [because of] his issue he [is] unclean. 

(a) Whose seed either in sleeping or else of weakness of nature issues at his secret part. 

15:3 And this shall be his uncleanness in his issue: whether his flesh run with his issue, or his flesh be stopped from his issue, it [is] b his uncleanness. 

(b) Of the thing of which he shall be unclean. 

15:8 And if he that hath the issue spit upon him that is clean; then c he shall wash his clothes, and bathe [himself] in water, and be unclean until the even. 

(c) Of whom the unclean man did spit. 

15:9 And what d saddle soever he rideth upon that hath the issue shall be unclean. 

(d) The word signifies every thing on which a man rides. 

15:13 And when he that hath an issue is e cleansed of his issue; then he shall number to himself seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes, and bathe his flesh in running water, and shall be clean. 

(e) That is, be restored to his old state, and be healed of it. 

15:16 And if any mans seed of copulation go out from him, then he shall wash all his f flesh in water, and be unclean until the even. 

(f) Meaning, all his body. 

15:20 And every thing that she lieth upon in g her separation shall be unclean: every thing also that she sitteth upon shall be unclean. 

(g) That is, when she has her period, by which she is separate from her husband, from the tabernacle and from touching any holy thing. 

15:24 And if any man lie with her at all, and her flowers h be upon him, he shall be unclean seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be unclean. 


(h) If any of her uncleanness touched him in the bed: for else the man that companied with such a woman should die, ( 20:18 ). 

15:26 Every bed whereon she lieth all the days of her issue shall be unto her as the i bed of her separation: and whatsoever she sitteth upon shall be unclean, as the uncleanness of her separation. 

(i) Shall be unclean as the bed on which she lay when she had her natural disease. 

15:28 But if she be cleansed of her issue, then she shall k number to herself seven days, and after that she shall be clean. 

(k) After the time that she is recovered. 

15:31 Thus shall ye l separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness; that they die not in their uncleanness, when they defile my tabernacle that [is] among them. 

(l) Seeing that God required purity and cleanliness of his own: we cannot be his, unless our filth and sins are purged with the blood of Jesus Christ, and so we learn to detest all sin. 

16 Chapter 16 

16:2 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at a all times into the holy [place] within the vail before the mercy seat, which [is] upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 

(a) The high priest entered into the holiest of holies just once a year in the month of September. 

16:8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the b scapegoat. 


(b) In Hebrew it is called Azazel, which some say is a mountain near Sinai, where this goat was sent. Rather it is called the scapegoat because it was not offered but sent into the desert, as in ( Leviticus 16:11 ). 

16:12 And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring [it] within the c vail: 

c The holiest of holies. 

16:14 And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle [it] with his finger upon the mercy seat d eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times. 

(d) That is, on the side which was toward the people: for the head of the sanctuary stood westward. 

16:16 And he shall make an atonement for the holy [place], because of the uncleanness of the children of Israel, and because of their transgressions in all their sins: and so shall he do for the tabernacle of the congregation, that e remaineth among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 

(e) Placed among them who are unclean. 

16:18 And he shall go out unto the f altar that [is] before the LORD, and make an atonement for it; and shall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood of the goat, and put [it] upon the horns of the altar round about. 

(f) Upon which the sweet incense and perfume was offered. 

16:21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them g upon the head of the goat, and shall send [him] away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: 


(g) In this goat is a true figure of Jesus Christ, who bears the sins of the people, ( 53:9 ). 

16:24 And he shall wash his flesh with water in h the holy place, and put on his garments, and come forth, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offering of the people, and make an atonement for himself, and for the people. 


(h) In the court where the laver was, ( Exodus 30:28 ). 

16:29 And [this] shall be a statute for ever unto you: [that] in the i seventh month, on the tenth [day] of the month, ye shall k afflict your souls, and do no work at all, [whether it be] one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you: 

(i) Which was Tisri, part September and part October. 
(k) Meaning, by abstinence and fasting, ( Numbers 29:7 ). 

16:31 It [shall be] a l sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute for ever. 

(l) Or a rest which you shall keep most diligently. 

16:32 And the priest, m whom he shall anoint, and whom he shall consecrate to minister in the priests office in his fathers stead, shall make the atonement, and shall put on the linen clothes, [even] the holy garments: 

(m) Whom the priest shall anoint by Gods commandment to succeed in his fathers place. 

17 Chapter 17 

17:2 Speak unto Aaron, and unto his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto them; This [is] the thing which the LORD hath a commanded, saying, 

(a) Lest they should practice the idolatry they had learned among the Egyptians. 

17:3 What man soever [there be] of the house of Israel, that b killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the camp, or that killeth [it] out of the camp, 

(b) To make a sacrifice of offering of it. 

17:4 And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer an offering unto the LORD before the tabernacle of the LORD; c blood shall be imputed unto that man; he hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from among his people: 


(c) I abhor it as much as if he had killed a man as in ( 66:3 ). 

17:5 To the end that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices, which they offer in the d open field, even that they may bring them unto the LORD, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest, and offer them [for] peace offerings unto the LORD. 

(d) In that they were moved with foolish devotion to offer it. 

17:7 And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto e devils, after whom they have gone a f whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their generations. 


(e) Meaning, whatever is not the true God, ( 1 Corinthians 10:10 ; Psalms 95:5 ). 
(f) For idolatry is spiritual whoredom, because faith toward God is broken. 

17:10 And whatsoever man [there be] of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set g my face against that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his people. 


(g) I will declare my wrath by taking vengeance on him as in ( Leviticus 20:3 ). 

17:13 And whatsoever man [there be] of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, which hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be h eaten; he shall even pour out the blood thereof, and cover it with dust. 

(h) Which the law permits to be eaten, because it is clean. 

18 Chapter 18 

18:3 After the a doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. 

(a) You shall preserve yourselves from these abominations following, which the Egyptians and Canaanites use. 

18:5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: b I [am] the LORD. 

(b) And therefore you ought to serve me alone, as my people. 

18:6 None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to c uncover [their] nakedness: I [am] the LORD. 

(c) That is, to lie with her, though it be under title of marriage. 

18:8 The nakedness of thy fathers d wife shalt thou not uncover: it [is] thy fathers nakedness. 

(d) Which is your stepmother. 

18:9 The nakedness of thy e sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy mother, [whether she be] born at home, or born abroad, [even] their nakedness thou shalt not uncover. 

(e) Either by father or mother, born in marriage or otherwise. 

18:10 The nakedness of thy sons daughter, or of thy daughters daughter, [even] their nakedness thou shalt not uncover: for theirs [is] thine own f nakedness. 

(f) They are her children whose shame you have uncovered. 

18:14 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy g fathers brother, thou shalt not approach to his wife: she [is] thine aunt. 

(g) Which your uncle discovers. 

18:16 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy h brothers wife: it [is] thy brothers nakedness. 

(h) Because the idolaters, among whom Gods people had dwelt and would dwell, were given to these horrible incests, God charges his own to beware of them. 

18:18 Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister, to i vex [her], to uncover her nakedness, beside the other in her life [time]. 

(i) By seeing your affection more bent to her sister than to her. 

18:19 Also thou shalt not approach unto a woman to uncover her nakedness, as long as she is put k apart for her uncleanness. 

(k) Or while she has her period. 

18:21 And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through [the fire] to l Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I [am] the LORD. 


(l) Which was an idol of the Ammonites, to whom they burned and sacrificed their children, ( 2 Kings 23:10 ). This seemed to be the chief and principal of all idols: and as the Jews write, was of a great stature, and hollow within, having seven places or chambers within him: one was to receive meal that was offered: another turtle doves: the third, a sheep: the fourth, a ram: the fifth a calf: the sixth an ox: the seventh a child. This idols face was like a calf: his hands were ever stretched out to receive gifts: his priests were called Chemarims, ( 2 Kings 23:5 ; Hosea 10:5 ; Zephaniah 1:4 ). 

18:25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do m visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself n vomiteth out her inhabitants. 

(m) I will punish the land where such incestuous marriages and pollutions are tolerated. 
(n) He compares the wicked to evil humours and overeating, which corrupt the stomach, and oppress nature, and therefore must be cast out by vomit. 

18:28 That the land spue not you out also, when ye defile it, as it o spued out the nations that [were] before you. 

(o) Both for their wicked marriages, unnatural copulations, idolatry or spiritual whoredom with Molech and such like abominations. 

18:29 For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls that commit [them] shall p be cut off from among their people. 

(p) Either by the civil sword or by some plague that God will send upon such. 

19 Chapter 19 

19:2 Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be a holy: for I the LORD your God [am] holy. 

(a) That is, void of all pollution, idolatry and superstition both of soul and body. 

19:5 And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD, ye shall offer it b at your own will. 

(b) Of your own accord. 

19:7 And if it be eaten at all on the third day, it [is] abominable; it shall not be c accepted. 

(c) To wit, of God. 

19:11 Ye shall not steal, neither d deal falsely, neither lie one to another. 

(d) In that which is committed to your credit. 

19:16 Thou shalt not e go up and down [as] a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou f stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I [am] the LORD. 

(e) As a slanderer, backbiter, or quarrel picker. 
(f) By consenting to his death, or conspiring with the wicked. 

19:19 Ye shall keep my statutes. Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender with a g diverse kind: thou shalt not sow thy field with mingled seed: neither shall a garment mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee. 

(g) As a horse to leap an ass, or a mule a mare. 

19:23 And when ye shall come into the land, and shall have planted all manner of trees for food, then ye h shall count the fruit thereof as uncircumcised: three years shall it be as uncircumcised unto you: it shall not be eaten of. 

(h) It shall be unclean as that thing, which is not circumcised. 

19:26 Ye shall not eat [any thing] with the blood: neither shall ye use enchantment, nor i observe times. 

(i) To measure lucky or unlucky days. 

19:27 Ye shall not k round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard. 

(k) As did the Gentiles in sign of mourning. 

19:28 Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any l marks upon you: I [am] the LORD. 

(l) By whipping your bodies or burning marks in them. 

19:29 Do not prostitute thy daughter, to cause her to be a m whore; lest the land fall to whoredom, and the land become full of wickedness. 

(m) As did the Cyprians, and Locrenses. 

19:32 Thou shalt n rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I [am] the LORD. 

(n) In token of reverence. 

19:35 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in o meteyard, in weight, or in measure. 

(o) As in measuring the ground. 

19:36 Just balances, just weights, a just p ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I [am] the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt. 


(p) By these two measures he means all other. Of Ephah, read ( Exodus 16:36 ) and of Hin, ( Exodus 29:40 ). 

20 Chapter 20 

20:2 Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever [he be] of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth [any] of his seed unto a Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones. 


(a) By Molech he means any type of idol, ( Leviticus 18:21 ) 

20:3 And I will b set my face against that man, and will cut him off from among his people; because he hath given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to profane my holy name. 


(b) Read ( Leviticus 17:10 Leviticus 18:21 ). 

20:4 And if the c people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth of his seed unto Molech, and kill him not: 

(c) Though the people be negligent to do their duty, and defend Gods right, yet he will not allow wickedness to go unpunished. 

20:6 And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a d whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people. 

(d) To esteem sorcerers or conjurers is spiritual whoredom, or idolatry. 

20:9 For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; e his blood [shall be] upon him. 

(e) He is worthy to die. 

20:14 And if a man take a wife and her mother, f it [is] wickedness: they shall be burnt with fire, both he and they; that there be no wickedness among you. 

(f) It is an abominable and detestable thing. 

20:20 And if a man shall lie with his uncles wife, he hath uncovered his uncles nakedness: they shall bear their sin; they shall die g childless. 

(g) They shall be cut off from their people, and their children shall be taken as bastards, and not counted among the Israelites. 

20:21 And if a man shall take his brothers wife, it [is] an unclean thing: he hath uncovered his brothers h nakedness; they shall be childless. 


(h) Read ( Leviticus 18:16 ). 

20:24 But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I will give it unto you to possess it, a land that i floweth with milk and honey: I [am] the LORD your God, which have separated you from [other] people. 

(i) Full of abundance of all things. 

20:25 Ye shall therefore put difference between clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean fowls and clean: and ye shall not make your souls k abominable by beast, or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, which I have separated from you as unclean. 

(k) By eating them contrary to my commandment. 

21 Chapter 21 

21:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto the priests the sons of Aaron, and say unto them, There shall none be a defiled for the dead among his people: 

(a) By touching the dead, lamenting, or being at their burial. 

21:3 And for his sister a b virgin, that is nigh unto him, which hath had no husband; for her may he be defiled. 

(b) For being married she seemed to be cut off from his family. 

21:4 [But] he shall not defile himself, [being] a c chief man among his people, to profane himself. 

(c) The priest was permitted to mourn for his next kindred only. 

21:7 They shall not take a wife [that is] a whore, or d profane; neither shall they take a woman put away from her husband: for he [is] holy unto his God. 

(d) Which has an evil name or is defamed. 

21:8 Thou shalt e sanctify him therefore; for he offereth the f bread of thy God: he shall be holy unto thee: for I the LORD, which sanctify you, [am] holy. 

(e) You shall count them holy and reverence them. 
(f) The showbread. 

21:10 And [he that is] the high priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anointing oil was poured, and that is consecrated to put on the garments, shall not g uncover his head, nor rend his clothes; 

(g) He shall use no such ceremonies as the mourners observed. 

21:12 Neither shall he go out of the h sanctuary, nor profane the sanctuary of his God; for the i crown of the anointing oil of his God [is] upon him: I [am] the LORD. 

(h) To go to the dead. 
(i) For by his anointing he was preferred above the other priests and therefore could not lament the dead, least he should have polluted his holy anointing. 

21:14 A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, [or] an harlot, these shall he not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own k people to wife. 

(k) Not only of his tribe, but of all Israel. 

21:15 Neither shall he profane his l seed among his people: for I the LORD do sanctify him. 

(l) By marrying any unchaste or defamed woman. 

21:18 For whatsoever man [he be] that hath a blemish, he shall not approach: a blind man, or a lame, or he that hath m a flat nose, or any n thing superfluous, 

(m) Which is deformed or bruised. 
(n) As not of equal proportion, or having in number more or less. 

21:20 Or crookbackt, or a dwarf, o or that hath a blemish in his eye, or be scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his stones broken; 

(o) Or that has a web or pearl. 

21:21 No man that hath a blemish of the seed of Aaron the priest shall come nigh to offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire: he hath a blemish; he shall not come nigh to offer the p bread of his God. 

(p) As the show bread, and meat offerings. 

21:22 He shall eat the bread of his God, [both] of the q most holy, and r of the holy. 

(q) As of sacrifice for sin. 
(r) As of the tithes and first fruits. 

21:23 Only he shall not go in unto the s vail, nor come nigh unto the altar, because he hath a blemish; that he profane not my sanctuaries: for I the LORD do sanctify them. 

(s) Into the sanctuary. 

22 Chapter 22 

22:2 Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, that they a separate themselves from the holy things of the children of Israel, and that they profane not my holy name [in those things] which they hallow unto me: I [am] the LORD. 

(a) Meaning, that the priests abstain from eating, as long as they are polluted. 

22:3 Say unto them, Whosoever [he be] of all your seed among your generations, that b goeth unto the holy things, which the children of Israel hallow unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, that soul shall be cut off from my presence: I [am] the LORD. 

(b) To eat of it. 

22:4 What man soever of the seed of Aaron [is] a leper, or hath a running issue; he shall not eat of the holy things, until he be clean. And whoso toucheth any thing [that is] c unclean [by] the dead, or a man whose seed goeth from him; 

(c) By touching any dead thing, or being at burial of the dead. 

22:10 There shall no d stranger eat [of] the holy thing: a e sojourner of the priest, or an hired servant, shall not eat [of] the holy thing. 

(d) Which is not of the tribe of Levi. 
(e) Some read, the servant who had his ear bored, and would not go free, ( Exodus 21:6 ). 

22:12 If the priests daughter also be [married] unto a f stranger, she may not eat of an offering of the holy things. 

(f) Who is not of the priests kindred. 

22:14 And if a man eat [of] the holy thing unwittingly, then he shall put the g fifth [part] thereof unto it, and shall give [it] unto the priest with the holy thing. 

(g) He shall give that and a fifth part over. 

22:16 Or suffer them to bear the iniquity of h trespass, when they eat their holy things: for I the LORD do sanctify them. 

(h) For if they did not offer sacrifice for their error, the people by their example might commit the same offence. 

22:25 Neither i from a strangers hand shall ye offer the bread of your God of any of these; because their corruption [is] in them, [and] blemishes [be] in them: they shall not be accepted for you. 

(i) You shall not receive any imperfect thing from a stranger, to make it the Lords offering: which he calls the bread of the Lord. 

22:32 Neither shall ye k profane my holy name; but I will be hallowed among the children of Israel: I [am] the LORD which hallow you, 

(k) For whoever does otherwise than God commands pollutes his Name. 

23 Chapter 23 

23:4 These [are] the feasts of the LORD, [even] holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their a seasons. 

(a) For the sabbath was kept every week, and these others were kept only once every year. 

23:7 In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no b servile work therein. 


(b) Or, bodily labour, save about that which one must eat, ( Exodus 12:16 ). 

23:8 But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the c seventh day [is] an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work [therein]. 

(c) The first day of the feast and the seventh were kept holy: in the rest they might work, except any feasts that were together, as were the feast of unleavened bread and the feast of sheaves which were on the fifteenth and sixteenth days. 

23:11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the d sabbath the priest shall wave it. 

(d) That is, the second sabbath of the Passover. 

23:13 And the meat offering thereof [shall be] two e tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD [for] a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof [shall be] of wine, the fourth [part] f of an hin. 


(e) Which is, the fifth part of an Ephah, or two Omers: read ( Exodus 16:16 ). 
(f) Read ( Exodus 29:40 ). 

23:15 And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the g sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: 

(g) That is, the seventh day after the first sabbath of the Passover. 

23:17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with h leaven; [they are] the firstfruits unto the LORD. 


(h) Because the priest should eat them, as in ( Leviticus 7:13 ), and they should not be offered to the Lord on the altar. 

23:20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits [for] a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the i priest. 

(i) That is, offered to the Lord, and the rest should be for the priest. 

23:24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the k seventh month, in the first [day] of the month, shall ye l have a sabbath, a memorial of m blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. 

(k) That is, about the end of September. 
(l) Or, a holy day to the Lord. 
(m) Which blowing was to remind them of the many feasts that were in that month, and of the Jubile. 

23:27 Also on the tenth [day] of this seventh month [there shall be] a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall n afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 

(n) By fasting and prayer. 

23:32 It [shall be] unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth [day] of the month at even, from o even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath. 

(o) Which contains a night and a day: yet they took it as their natural day. 

23:36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it [is] a p solemn assembly; [and] ye shall do no servile work [therein]. 

(p) Or, a day in which the people refrain from all work. 

23:37 These [are] the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim [to be] holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a q sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon his day: 

(q) Or, peace offering. 

23:39 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day [shall be] a r sabbath, and on the eighth day [shall be] a sabbath. 

(r) Or, a solemn feast. 

23:43 That your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in s booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I [am] the LORD your God. 

(s) In the wilderness, in that they would not believe Joshua and Caleb, when they returned from spying the land of Canaan. 

24 Chapter 24 

24:2 a Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to burn continually. 


(a) Read ( Exodus 27:20 ). 

24:3 Without the vail b of the testimony, in the tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the morning before the LORD continually: [it shall be] a statute for ever in your generations. 

(b) Which separated the holiest of holies, where the ark of the testimony from the sanctuary was. 

24:5 And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof: two c tenth deals shall be in one cake. 


(c) That is, two omers, read ( Exodus 16:16 ). 

24:7 And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon [each] row, that d it may be on the bread for a memorial, [even] an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 

(d) For it was burnt every sabbath, when the bread was taken away. 

24:10 And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father [was] an Egyptian, went e out among the children of Israel: and this son of the Israelitish [woman] and a man of Israel strove together in the camp; 

(e) Meaning, out of his tent. 

24:11 And the Israelitish womans son f blasphemed the name [of the LORD], and cursed. And they brought him unto Moses: (and his mothers name [was] Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan:) 

(f) By swearing or despising God. 

24:15 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall g bear his sin. 

(g) Shall be punished. 

24:23 And h Moses spake to the children of Israel, that they should bring forth him that had cursed out of the camp, and stone him with stones. And the children of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses. 

(h) Because the punishment was not yet appointed by the law for the blasphemer, Moses consulted with the Lord, and told the people what God commanded. 

25 Chapter 25 

25:3 a Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; 

(a) The Jews began to count the year in September: for then all the fruits were gathered. 

25:5 That which groweth of its b own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine c undressed: [for] it is a year of rest unto the land. 

(b) Because of the corn that fell out of the ears the previous year. 
(c) Or, which you have separated from yourself, and consecrated to God for the poor. 

25:6 And the d sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee, 

(d) That which the land brings forth in her rest. 

25:9 e Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubile to sound on the tenth [day] of the seventh month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land. 

(e) In the beginning of the 50 years was the Jubile, so called, because the joyful tidings of liberty were publicly proclaimed by the sound of a cornet. 

25:10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout [all] the land unto all the f inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his g possession, and ye shall return every man unto his family. 

(f) Which were in bondage. 
(g) Because the tribes should neither have their possessions diminished nor confounded. 

25:14 And if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest [ought] of thy neighbours hand, ye shall h not oppress one another: 

(h) By deceit, or otherwise. 

25:15 According to the number of i years after the jubile thou shalt buy of thy neighbour, [and] according unto the number of years of the fruits he shall sell unto thee: 

(i) If the Jubile to come is near, you would be better to sell cheaply. If it is far off, sell at a higher price. 

25:16 According to the multitude of years thou shalt increase the price thereof, and according to the fewness of years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for [according] to the number [of the years] of the k fruits doth he sell unto thee. 

(k) And not the full possession of the land. 

25:23 The land shall not be sold l for ever: for the land [is] mine; for ye [are] strangers and sojourners with me. 

(l) It could not be sold for ever, but must return to the family in the Jubile. 

25:24 And in all the land of your possession ye shall m grant a redemption for the land. 

(m) You shall sell it on the condition that it may be redeemed. 

25:27 Then let him n count the years of the sale thereof, and restore the overplus unto the man to whom he sold it; that he may return unto his possession. 

(n) Deducting money for the years past, and paying for the rest of the years to come. 

25:28 But if he be not able to restore [it] to him, then that which is sold shall remain in the hand of him that hath bought it until the year of jubile: and in the jubile it shall go o out, and he shall return unto his possession. 

(o) From his hand that bought it. 

25:30 And if it be not redeemed within the space of a full year, then the house that [is] in the walled city shall be established p for ever to him that bought it throughout his generations: it shall not go out in the jubile. 


(p) That is, for ever, read ( Leviticus 25:23 ). 

25:34 But the field of the q suburbs of their cities may not be sold; for it [is] their perpetual possession. 

(q) Where the Levites kept their cattle. 

25:35 And if thy brother be waxen poor, and r fallen in decay with thee; then thou shalt relieve him: [yea, though he be] a stranger, or a sojourner; that he may live with thee. 

(r) In Hebrew it is, if his hand shake: meaning if he stretch forth his hand for help as one in misery. 

25:42 For they [are] my servants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: they shall not s be sold as bondmen. 

(s) To perpetual servitude. 

25:45 Moreover of the children of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy, and of their families that [are] with you, which they begat in your land: and they shall be your t possession. 

(t) For they shall not be bought out at the Jubile. 

25:49 Either his uncle, or his uncles son, may redeem him, or [any] that is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him; or u if he be able, he may redeem himself. 

(u) If he be able. 

25:50 And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that he was sold to him unto the year of jubile: and the price of his sale shall be according unto the number of x years, according to the time of an hired servant shall it be with him. 

(x) Which remains yet to the Jubile. 

25:53 [And] as a yearly hired servant shall he be with him: [and the other] shall not rule with rigour over him in thy y sight. 

(y) You shall not allow him to treat him severely, if you know it. 

26 Chapter 26 

26:4 Then I will give you a rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. 

(a) By promising abundance of earthly things, he stirs the mind to consider the rich treasures of the spiritual blessings. 

26:6 And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make [you] afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the b sword go through your land. 

(b) You shall have no war. 

26:9 For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply you, and c establish my covenant with you. 

(c) Perform that which I have promised. 

26:11 And I will set my d tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor you. 

(d) I will be daily present with you. 

26:13 I [am] the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of Egypt, that ye should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the e bands of your yoke, and made you go upright. 

(e) I have set you at full liberty, while before you were as beasts tied in bands. 

26:15 And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do all my commandments, [but] that ye break my f covenant: 

(f) Which I made with you in choosing you to be my people. 

26:17 And I will set g my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth you. 


(g) Read ( Leviticus 17:10 ). 

26:18 And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you h seven times more for your sins. 

(h) That is, more extremely. 

26:19 And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as i iron, and your earth as brass: 

(i) You shall have drought and barrenness. 

26:21 And if ye walk k contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; I will bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your sins. 

(k) Or as some read, by fortune, imputing my plagues to chance and fortune. 

26:22 I will also send wild beasts among you, which shall l rob you of your children, and destroy your cattle, and make you few in number; and your m [high] ways shall be desolate. 


(l) Read ( 2 Kings 17:25 ). 
(m) Because no one dares to pass by it for fear of the beasts. 

26:26 [And] when I have broken the n staff of your bread, ten women shall bake your bread in one o oven, and they shall deliver [you] your bread again by weight: and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied. 


(n) That is, the strength by which life is sustained, ( Ezekiel 4:16 Ezekiel 5:16 ). 
(o) One oven will be sufficient for ten families. 

26:31 And I will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto desolation, and I p will not smell the savour of your sweet odours. 

(p) I will not accept your sacrifices. 

26:35 As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your r sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it. 

(r) Which I commanded you to keep. 

26:36 And upon them that are left [alive] of you I will send a faintness into their hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them; and they shall s flee, as fleeing from a sword; and they shall fall when none pursueth. 

(s) As if their enemies chased them. 

26:39 And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your enemies lands; and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine away with t them. 

(t) In that, as they are blameworthy of their fathers faults, they shall be punished as well as their fathers. 

26:43 u The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she lieth desolate without them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity: because, even because they despised my judgments, and because their soul abhorred my statutes. 

(u) While they are captives, and without repentance. 

26:45 But I will for their sakes remember the x covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the heathen, that I might be their God: I [am] the LORD. 

(x) Made to their forefathers. 

26:46 These [are] the statutes and judgments and laws, which the LORD made between him and the children of Israel in mount y Sinai by the hand of Moses. 

(y) Fifty days after they came out of Egypt. 

27 Chapter 27 

27:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When a man shall make a a singular vow, the persons [shall be] for the LORD by b thy estimation. 

(a) As of his son or daughter. 
(b) Who art the priest. 

27:3 And thy estimation shall be of the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years old, even thy estimation shall be fifty c shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary. 


(c) Read the value of the shekel in ( Exodus 30:13 ). 

27:6 And if [it be] from a d month old even unto five years old, then thy estimation shall be of the male five shekels of silver, and for the female thy estimation [shall be] three shekels of silver. 

(d) He speaks of those vows by which the fathers dedicated their children to God who were not of such force; but they might be redeemed from them. 

27:8 But if he be poorer e than thy estimation, then he shall present himself before the priest, and the priest shall value him; according to his ability that vowed shall the priest value him. 

(e) If he is not able to pay according to your estimate. 

27:9 And if [it be] a f beast, whereof men bring an offering unto the LORD, all that [any man] giveth of such unto the LORD shall be holy. 


(f) Which is clean, ( Leviticus 11:2 ). 

27:10 He shall not alter it, nor change it, a good for a bad, or a bad for a good: and if he shall at all change beast for beast, then it and the exchange thereof shall be g holy. 

(g) That is, consecrate to the Lord. 

27:16 And if a man shall sanctify unto the LORD [some part] of a field of his possession, then thy estimation shall be according to the seed thereof: an i homer of barley seed [shall be valued] at fifty shekels of silver. 


(i) Homer is a measure containing ten ephahs, read of an ephah in ( Exodus 16:16 Exodus 16:36 ). 

27:20 And if he will not redeem the field, or if he have k sold the field to another man, it shall not be redeemed any more. 

(k) For their own necessity or godly uses. 

27:21 But the field, when it goeth out in the jubile, shall be l holy unto the LORD, as a field devoted; the possession thereof shall be the priests. 


(l) That is, who dedicate to the Lord with a curse to him that turns it to his private use, ( Numbers 21:2 ; Deuteronomy 13:15 ; Joshua 9:17 ). 

27:23 Then the priest shall reckon unto him the worth of thy estimation, [even] unto the year of the jubile: and he shall give m thine estimation in that day, [as] a holy thing unto the LORD. 

(m) The priests evaluation. 

27:26 Only the firstling of the beasts, which should be the LORDS firstling, no man shall sanctify it; whether [it be] ox, or sheep: it [is] the n LORDS. 

(n) It was the Lords already. 

27:29 None devoted, which shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed; [but] shall surely be o put to death. 

(o) It shall remain without redemption. 

27:31 And if a man will at all redeem [ought] of his tithes, he shall add thereto the p fifth [part] thereof. 

(p) Besides the value of the thing itself. 

27:32 And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, [even] of whatsoever passeth under the q rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD. 

(q) All that which is numbered: that is, every tenth as he falls by tale without exception or respect. 

